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SAINT JOSEPH, MINISTER OF SALVATION, PRAY FOR US!

Saint Joseph’s 
Dream

St. JoSeph’S Young prieStS SocietY 
A LAY orgAniSAtion foStering VocAtionS 

On Sunday, 31st July, 
Bishop Noel Traynor of 

Down and Connor 
ordained Fr. John 

O’Laverty a Priest for the 
Diocese of Down and 
Connor in his native 
Parish of Bright, Co. 

Down.  Bishop Traynor 
and Fr. O’Laverty are seen 

outside Saint Patrick’s 
Church, Legamaddy,  

with Fr. John’s parents 
and his godparents.

Herrera the Younger, Francisco de; Saint 
Joseph’s Dream; c. 1662; Oil on canvas; 

Height: 196.5 cm; Width: 209.5 cm; 
(P008208); Madrid, Museo Nacional del 
Prado, © Photographic Archive Museo 

Nacional del Prado. 

An angel appears to Saint Joseph in his 
sleep, pointing to the dove of the Holy 
Spirit as the heavens open in a luminous 
burst of glory. Under the dove, a group of 
angels carry a mirror and flowers 
alluding to the fact that Mary remains a 
virgin despite her pregnancy. On a mat 
alongside the saint, we see an adze, a 
hand drill and other carpentry tools. 

Saint Joseph’s Dream was a relatively 
frequent subject in the art of Spain’s 
Golden Era, as it combined an interest in 
that saint fostered by Saint Teresa with a 
deeply rooted devotion to the Virgin 
Mary. In most cases, the scene is set 
indoors, often in a carpentry shop. Here, 
however, Herrera the Younger sets it 
outdoors, and that change has very 
important consequences from an esthetic 
viewpoint, as it allowed the artist to 
display his greatest skills.

Your contribution to the Universal Church
Each year, your contributions, as members or 
benefactors of St. Joseph’s Young Priests 
Society, are supporting the vocations of students 
for the Priesthood, not only in Ireland but across 
the World.  An excellent example of the fruits of 
your contributions, can be seen in this picture of 
the ordinations of five new Priests for the 
Tanzania Province of the Holy Ghost Fathers on 
26th May and 2nd July.  Fr. Donatho has been 
assigned to Zambia, Fr. Gaudence to Kenya, Fr. 
Flavian is to remain in Tanzania, while Fr. 
George is sent to Gabon and Fr. Emmanuel is 
going to Senegal.  The Province expressed 
sincere gratitude to St. Joseph’s Young Priests 
Society – to you – for generous support during 
their formation and ask you to keep them in 
your prayers.

 

Newly Ordained Priest 
Fr. Flavian Komba

From left, Provincial Fr. Florentine Mallya, Fr. Emmanuel Saitoti, 
Fr. Alphonce Donatho, Auxiliary Bishop Stephen Musomba of Archdiocese of Dar es 

Salaam, Fr. George Mayemba, Fr. Gaudence Maembe and 
Vicar Provincial Fr. Peter Assenga



The theme of our conference here at Knock Shrine is “You shall 
be my witnesses.” These are, of course, the words spoken by 
Christ to his disciples in Acts 1:8 before his ascension. What did 
Christ mean by “witnesses”? Why did he use this particular term 
and not refer to his disciples as “teachers” or “missionaries”? To 
answer these questions, we must look back into the Old 
Testament and uncover the meaning of the term “witness” and 
understand why it is such an important concept in this religious 
context. We see that in the Bible witnessing is not limited to 
people. Nature and events act as witnesses. In Genesis 9, God 
establishes the rainbow as a witness to the covenant between 
Himself and Noah that God will never flood the earth again. The 
beauty of the sky and earth act as a witness to the creative 
power of God (Dt 4:26 & Dt 31:28). A cairn or pile of stones is 
used as a witness to the covenant between Jacob and Laban. 
Following their agreement, these clansmen gather stones and 
make the cairn so that people will remember their agreement 
(Gen 31: 45-52).  
 
God Himself is also presented as a witness. He is the witness of 
marriages and the guarantor of human contracts (Jer 42:5). This 
is the practice of invoking God to witness or guarantee promises 
people make in a religious ceremony. It is meant to fasten 
people’s resolve to keep their promises since they will have to 
answer before God if they break them. We find this idea 
perpetuated in the Gospel with God as the witness to the 
miracles of the first Christians (Mk 16:20). We will encounter 
more examples of God’s witnessing as we move into the New 
Testaments. Before we do that, it is important that we continue 
our journey through the Old Testament in order to fully 
appreciation its rich theology of witnessing.  
 
The Religious Law itself, or Torah, is seen as a witness (Ex 
31:18). The stone tablets, upon which the law was written, were 
sacred reminders of the covenant between God and the people. 
More importantly, the Law itself, all 613 regulations, pointed to 
a reality beyond itself, the ultimate reality: God. Of course, the 
most evocative witnesses in the Old Testament are the prophets. 
Prophets not only act as witnesses for God, but they also serve 
as witnesses against the unfaithful people, pointing out their 
transgressions (Ps 50). This is an important point. The reality 
pointed out by a witness is not always positive. Sometimes the 
witness is called upon to testify against falsehood and 
wickedness. A witness may get into trouble for telling the truth, 
as was the experience of Jeremiah.  
 
Time and again, we find the insights of the Old Testament 
repeated throughout the New. False witnesses are presented as 
the vilest of individuals, particularly in the trials of Jesus and St 
Stephen (Mt 26:59-65 & Acts 6). The requirement for two or 
more witnesses is carried over into the administration of the new 
Christian Church (1 Tm 5:19). Like the Old Testament, 
witnessing is much more that a mere court procedure. Righteous 
Jews bear witness to the presence of the Divine in Jesus: 

“All spoke well of Him and were amazed at the gracious words 
that came from his mouth (Lk 4:22). The first deacons of the 
Church are selected on the basis that people can testify about 
them being “men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom (Acts 6:3).” Paul testifies to the quality of faith among 
the early Christian communities (2 Cor 8:3 & Gal 4:15). 
However, it is always Jesus who is presented as the supreme 
witness (Rev 1:5). Jesus is the “Amen, the faithful and true 
witness, the origin of God’s creation (Rev. 3:14).” Jesus is the 
witness to Truth itself, not just a particular truth (Jn 18:37). 
Most importantly He is the witness to God the Father (Jn 3:11, 
31). He is God witnessing to God. Therefore, in commissioning 
his disciples as witnesses, Jesus is not asking them to do 
something which He Himself has not undertaken. Just like the 
Old Testament prophets, Jesus is a witness against the evil of the 
world (Jn 7:7). Unlike a mere prophet, who can only bear 
witness to God, Jesus bears witness to Himself as God (Jn 8:13).   
 
This brings us to the conclusion of this presentation. As I said in 
the beginning, a witness is one who points to a reality beyond 
himself. In being called to be witnesses we are called to bear 
witness to the ultimate reality, God. This adds a sacramental 
dimension to our calling. The catechism defines a sacrament as 
an outward sign of inward grace. This also serves as a definition 
of the kind of witnessing envisioned by Jesus. We are to be 
outward signs of inward grace, witnesses to how Jesus affects us 
through his Word and Holy Eucharist. We can glean a number of 
critical insights about witnessing from the Bible. We can never 
witness properly on our own – a minimum of two or three is 
always required. No branch of the St Joseph’s Young Priests’ 
Society can function with just one member. If it is reduced to 
that, then it must close and amalgamate with another branch. We 
look towards Jesus as the supreme witness, the pattern for our 
witnessing. We turn towards Him for the energy and enthusiasm 
to continue the work we have been given. Above all, we take 
with us a sense that we have not made ourselves witnesses. We 
have been called to this sacred task by God. It doesn’t matter if 
we are a small organisation. Time and again, God relied on the 
humble and insignificant to bear Him witness. 
 
Sources: 
Dictionary of Biblical Theology edited by Xavier Léon-Dufour 
SJ, Geoffrey Chapman, London: 1970 
Dictionary of the Bible edited by John L. McKenzie SJ, 
Geoffrey Chapman London-Dublin: 1972

You shall be my witnesses (Acts 1:8) 
Address to the Tuam Provincial Congress by Fr Martin Whelan 

Should you desire to include the Society in your legacy bequests, it is  
advisable to consult your solicitor when making or amending your Will.

Remember us 
in your Will

DAILY 4PM PRAYER 
FOR VOCATIONS 

 
Will you take five minutes each day  

to pray for vocations?



In the month of June alone, Archbishop Eamon Martin ordained 
three new Priests for service in the Archdiocese of Armagh, Fr. 
Stefano Colleouri on 12th June and Frs. Colm Hagan and 
Stephen Wilson on 26th June, 2022. 

The Archbishop’s homily on the 26th June included the 
following words of inspiration: 

We tend to use the word “vocation” when referring to the call to 
priesthood or to the consecrated life, and of course we recognise 
also the vocation to marriage, but the focus of this World 
Meeting was on the “vocation” of family love as a path to 
holiness.  

I mention this today, Colm and Stephen, because it is important 
for us to see the vocation to priesthood as one of service, and 
especially of service to the family… I invite you then, on this 
day of your ordination, to commit to a life of priestly service to 
the family. I was ordained to the priesthood in Derry on this 
same Sunday, 35 years ago. Even in that relatively short time 
there has been a sea change in the culture and context in which 
we exercise our ministry as priests.  

It is important for us priests to realise that we do not have a 
monopoly on the “charisms” for building up the Church, 
including in leadership and decision making. Far from it.  The 
Holy Spirit is already inspiring many lay women and men in 
Ireland, who are being called and gifted for the service of the 
Gospel in this time and in this place. The catechism is clear that 
in the Church there is “diversity of ministry but unity of 
mission” and that the lay faithful “share in the priestly, 
prophetical, and kingly office of Christ (CCC 873).” 

Part of our role as priests is to call forth these charisms and 
enable our lay brothers and sisters to fully exercise their 
baptismal calling and role. We should be careful not to block the 
Holy Spirit’s work by stifling the Spirit’s call to our lay faithful, 
or by selfishly holding on to some outmoded sense of priestly 
power or control… 

Colm and Stephen, I encourage you to nourish families by 
sharing joyfully with them the Word of God. To do this 
successfully we priests need to meditate on the Word of God 
every day of our priestly life – to believe what we read there, to 
faithfully teach what we believe, and, of course, to practice what 
we teach. People will look to you for the encouragement, 
challenge and consolation that the Gospel brings, but they will 
also want you to be priests who are authentic, faithful to your 
priestly promises, sincere and grounded. 

Bring also to families the nourishment of the Eucharist, the 
Bread of Life. When you celebrate the Eucharist and the other 
sacraments, understand what you are doing and imitate what you 
celebrate. As celebrants of the mystery of the Lord’s Death and 
Resurrection, this means always striving to put to death 
whatever in you is sinful, and to walk in newness of life. 

Colm and Stephen, please don’t forget to offer support to 
grandparents – for they hold and share the wisdom of years 
spent living the faith in the grounded reality of family with all 
its joys and struggles. Be humble in your priesthood, recognising 
that we priests can learn far more from families about lived 
Christianity than we can ever hope to bring!  

Pope Francis often says that “no family drops down from heaven 
perfectly formed”, so in your priestly ministry be merciful, be 

understanding and always be aware that families often struggle, 
as we do, to live up to their vocation and stay on the right path 
to holiness. 

That is why we must always strive as priests to bring the people 
of God together into one family and to carry out the ministry of 
Christ the Priest with constant joy and genuine love and mercy. 
We ought not to be selfish in attending to our own concerns, 
instead keep in mind that we are ministers of Jesus Christ, the 
Good Shepherd who came not to be served but to serve, and to 
seek out and save those who are lost or going astray. 

+Archbishop Eamon Martin  
Archbishop of Armagh, Primate of All Ireland

A Life of Priestly Service

On Sunday, 12th June, 2002, Feast of the Holy Trinity, 
Father Stefano Colleouri was ordained to the priesthood 

by Archbishop Eamon Martin for service in the 
Archdiocese of Armagh, seen here together with Bishop 

Michael Router, Auxiliary Bishop of Armagh. 

Speaking after the Ordination Mass in Saint Patrick’s 
Cathedral, Armagh, Archbishop Eamon offered his 
congratulations to Father Stefano and thanked his 
family for “inspiring and nurturing his vocation to 

priesthood”. Fr. Colleouri started his formation to the 
priesthood in the Redemptoris Mater Seminary in 

Dundalk in 2013.

Archbishop Eamon Martin ordaining Frs. Colm Hagan 
and Stephen Wilson to the Priesthood on Sunday, 

26th June 2022, in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, surrounded by 
the clergy of the Archdiocese of Armagh.
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Recently Deceased
VOCATIONAL BRANCHES 
Insurance  Bernadette Browne.  

LOCAL BRANCHES  
Armagh  Harry Mone 

Ballyphehane  Stephen McAuliffe. 

Donnycarney  Carmel O’Mahony. 

Douglas  Betty O’Hare 

Dunamanagh  Phyllis Conway, Joe Phillips, 
Kathleen Quinn, Mary Kerlin.  

Faughanvale (St Mary's)  John Kelly.  

Glendermot  John Mullan 

Maghera  Edward Sargent, Joseph Martin Porter, 
John Mulholland, Francis Early, Colin Hegarty.    

Portadown  Jackie Walsh.  

Steelstown-Our Lady of Lourdes  Anne Gallagher. 

Templeogue  Phyllis Meagher, Patricia O’Reilly, 
Betty Curran. 

Trillick  Jean Murphy, Malachy O’Donnell, 
Mary McGirr. 

Church of the Resurrection Ena Kirby

Fr. Richard Gibbons, P.P., Rector of Knock Shrine, 
Deacon David Irwin (Tuam Diocese), Archbishop 
Francis Duffy, Archbishop of Tuam, Fr. Seámus 

McEntee (National Chaplain) and Deacon Carlos 
Rojo (Archdiocese of Armagh) in Knock Basilica at 

the Society’s Annual Pilgrimage to Knock on 
Saturday, 25th June.

On Sunday, 17th July, Rev. Barry White, from 
Rathkenny in Co. Meath, was ordained a Priest for 
the Diocese of Meath in the Cathedral of Christ the 

King, Mullingar by Most Rev. Tom Deenihan, Bishop 
of Meath, supported by the good example, support 

and prayers of the local community. 

John Murphy, National President, presenting a stole 
embroidered with the logo of St. Joseph’s Young 

Priests Society to Fr. Aloysius Lumala in Knock, after 
our annual Pilgrimage on 25th June in appreciation 
of all the time and help Fr. Aloysius gave in support 

of the Ballymena Branch

On Wednesday, 29th June, the feast of Ss. Peter and 
Paul, Rev. Paul Spaine of the Institute of the 

Incarnate Word (IVE), a native of Navan Road Parish 
in Dublin, was ordained a Priest in Montefiascone, 

Italy. Fr. Spaine is pictured, after his First Mass, with 
Fr. Séamus McEntee (Chief Chaplain).


